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The Exodus Statue
BY VINCENT RANDALL,
Apache elder/Culture
Director

Even though the statue is based on a historical account, the sculptor
made his interpretation of
what the man looked like,
and what he might have
worn. We don’t have pictures of what he looked
like, merely, the historical account. We can study
what people wore at the
time and thus surmised
how people looked. There
may be comments about
the statue, but you should
look past the comments
and see what it signifies.
The statue tells about
the old man, about what
kind of a heart he had, a
tremendous heart and
what we call uncommon
valor which means doing
things beyond man’s
capacity to do the normal
things and going the extra

mile.
A Dr. Corbusier who
accompanied the Yavapai
and Apaches to San Carlos
wrote that an older man
had a wife who was old
and infirmed. In those
days, age was a little bit
different as 50 might be an
old man, 60 would be an
old man because the longevity of life in those days
was different.
The doctor wrote the
old man with an old and
crippled wife took a burden basket, cut holes for
her legs in the basket and
carried her all the way to
San Carlos on his back.
The statue signifies
that there was a man who
didn’t want to leave his
wife, and he loved her
that much. He loved her
enough to carry her on his
back 180 miles.
It is the spirit of what
was in that man’s heart
that should talk to us. The

statue tells of how our
people, as bad off as they
were, who could have laid
down near the end of the
trip and said, “I give up,
I can’t go anymore, I’ve
been starving for days, I’m
cold, I’m freezing”.
Our people kept walking as did the old man, he
kept walking with a load
on his shoulder. It is in the
hearts of our people, the
determination to withstand difficulties, to take
the hardships and make
the best of it. To be able
to survive, to live another
day.
This statue hopefully
will remind you that you
come from a great people,
a hearty people. They are
a people that have that
desire to live under any
unusual circumstances. Our people have that
spark to be able to survive Cultural center statue of man with wife in a traditional basket. A Doug Hyde sculpand live.
ture. (Photo by YAN News)
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